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David Gugerli; Daniel Speich.Topografien der
Nation: Politik, kartografische Ordnung und
Landschaften im 19. Jahrhundert. 264 pp., illus.,
bibl., index. Zurich: Chronos-Verlag, 2002.
€29.90 (cloth).

Using the survey of Switzerland, accomplished
between 1832 and 1865 under the direction of
General Guillaume-Henri Dufour, as an organiz-
ing motif, David Gugerli and Daniel Speich have
examined the political landscape of the time.
They use the history of cartography to demon-
strate wider sociohistorical connections. The
work of surveying Switzerland ran parallel to the
establishment of the Swiss federal state. The ini-
tial production of the so-called Dufour map took
place during the structure-forming phase of
Swiss liberalism, between 1830 and 1848. Du-
four experienced the birth pains of the state in
many ways: for a long time he did not even have
an office for his activity in national mapping, and
he suffered perpetually from inadequate finan-
cial support and had to watch as some of his best
engineers moved away to take on better-paid
work elsewhere.

It was decisive for the success of the survey
that in the first half of the nineteenth century
Switzerland developed from being a loose con-
federation of sovereign cantons to become the
Swiss federal state. The high praise this success-
ful mapping work received was similarly vital
for the strengthening of the state in the second
half of the nineteenth century, during the flow-
ering of nationalism. The topographic map of
Switzerland (1:100,000), the so-calledDufour-
karte, received international prizes and served
both within Switzerland and abroad as an iden-
tification symbol and an advertising medium for
the nation. The controversy over place-names
was overcome, and a national nomenclature and
a uniform topographic language were estab-
lished. Thus the regional map became an instru-
ment of the power of the state as well.

During the Helvetian civil war, on the thresh-
old of the new federal state of 1848, maps played
an important auxiliary role. Unfortunately, Du-
four’s maps were available only for certain re-
gions at that time. In the Canton of Lucerne,
where fierce fighting took place, the actual sur-
veying did not begin until some years later, in
1853. Gugerli and Speich describe Dufour as a
Gralshueter—the shepherd of the grail of Swiss
federal survey data—because of his disciplined
approach to the collection and use of data and
his careful minutes and reporting. The use of
shaded hatchings to represent the topographical
features of Switzerland enhanced the sharpness
of the “plastic shape on paper” and particularly
contributed to the success of the work.

The book’s title page, which depicts Dufour’s
hand pointing to his map, provides an effective
figurative entrance to the work. Readers who ex-
pect a standard history of the Dufour maps will
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be disappointed. The maps are not the object of
the investigation; rather, the focus is on the po-
litical era. This emphasis also accounts for the
unusually meager portion of illustrations. Only
the chapter on “perspective change” addresses
three concrete aspects of the mapping work:
When was the effective beginning of this work?
What were the surveying procedures? How did
the data processing take place following the base
measurement in the big plain, the “Grosses
Moos”?

The work gathers momentum, and the authors
are not hesitant in creating new expressions.
Gugerli and Speich do not always differentiate
between topographic and surveying work. Here
and there a source is perhaps somewhat too
strongly relied upon in order to support the au-
thors’ opinion—for example, in the quotations
from Das Buch vom General Dufour fu¨r das
Volk bearbeitet, by Walter Senn-Barbieux
(1878). In general, an immense amount of ar-
chival work has been convincingly integrated
here. The French quotations are left in the or-
ginal language, which gives a personal feeling
for the whole enterprise and a sense of the nine-
teenth century in general. Translations can be
found in the footnotes. In the last chapter it is
noted that “each book has its history”; one might
ask how this book will be read in a hundred
years. How does it reflect the spirit of our time?
Topografien der Nationilluminates the era of the
Dufour maps in many aspects; it is a profound
book that is well worth reading.
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